
PurpleHibiscusissetinpostcolonialNigeria,acountrybesetbypoliticalinstabilityand

economicdifficulties.ThecentralcharacterisKambiliAchike,agedfifteenformuchofthe

periodcoveredbythebook,amemberofawealthyfamilydominatedbyherdevoutly

Catholicfather,Eugene.EugeneisbothareligiouszealotandaviolentfigureintheAchike

household,subjectinghiswifeBeatrice,Kambiliherself,andherbrotherJajatobeatingsand

psychologicalcruelty.[2]

ThestoryistoldthroughKambili'seyesandisessentiallyaboutthedisintegrationofherfamily

unitandherstruggletogrowtomaturity.AkeyperiodisthetimeKambiliandherbrotherspend

atthehouseofherfather'ssister,Ifeoma,andherthreechildren.Thishouseholdoffersamarked

contrasttowhatKambiliandJajaareusedto.Itpracticesacompletelydifferentform of

Catholicism,makingforahappy,liberalplacethatencouragesitsmemberstospeaktheirminds.

Inthisnurturingenvironment,bothKambiliandJajabecomemoreopenandmoreabletovoice

theirownopinions.WhileatAuntyIfeoma's,Kambilialsofallsinlovewithayoungpriest,

FatherAmadi,whichawakenshersenseofherownsexuality.

Ultimately,acriticalmassisreachedintermsofthelivesofKambili,Jajaandtheexistenceof

theirfamilyasitoncewas.UnabletocopewithEugene'scontinualviolence,Beatricepoisons

him.Jajatakestheblameforthecrimeandendsupinprison.Inthemeantime,AuntyIfeoma

andherfamilymovetoAmericaaftersheisunfairlydismissedfrom herjobaslectureratthe

UniversityofNigeria,Nsukka.

Thenovelendsalmostthreeyearsaftertheseevents,onacautiouslyoptimisticnote.Kambili

hasbecomeayoungwomanofeighteen,moreconfidentthanbefore,whileherbrotherJajais

abouttobereleasedfrom prison,hardenedbutnotbrokenbyhisexperiencethere.Theirmother,

Beatricehasdeterioratedpsychologicallytoagreatdegree.

Characters

KambiliAchikeisthecentralcharacterinPurpleHibiscusandalsothenarratorofthestory.

Kambiliisshyandinhibiteduntilshespendsanextendedamountoftimeawayfrom herfamily

homeatthehouseofAuntyIfeomaandherfamily.KambiliistheyoungerofEugeneandBeatrice

Achike'stwochildren.Shedoesnotlikethelivingenvironmentunderherfatheraftershegets

usedtothefreedom ofNsukka.Sheisaveryquietgirlatthebeginningofthenovel,butafter

stayingwithherAuntyIfeoma,shebuildsuphercourageandopensuptowardsotherpeople.

ChukwukaAchike,nicknamed"Jaja"byhisfamily,isanintelligentyoungmanabouttwoyears

hissister'ssenior.Formostofthenovel,inthesamewayastherestofhisfamily,heis

dominatedbyhisfather,althoughultimatelyhedisplaysmoreovertdefiancethanthem,

especiallybynotgoingtocommuniononPalm Sundayandcausingamassivefamilysceneasa

consequence.Hetakestheblameforhismother'scrimeandspendsalmostthreeyearsinprison

beforeobtaininganamnesty.Throughthistime,hispersonalityhashardenedbutnotbeenbroken.

EugeneAchikeisKambili'sfather,whom shecalls"Papa".Heisawealthyandostentatious

businessmanwhoisalsoaverystrictCatholicwhodominateshisfamilyformuchofthenovel



byimposingaharshreligiousregimeinthefamilyhome.Formuchofthenovelhecontrols

almosteveryaspectofhisfamily'slife,includingimposingascheduleuponthelivesofKambili

andherbrotherJajasothateveryminuteofthedayismappedoutforthem.Whileontheone

handEugeneisanimportantmaninhissocietyanddonatesconsiderableamountsofmoneyto

needyindividualsandworthycauses,heispronetooutbreaksofviolencewithinthefamilyhouse,

subjectinghiswifeBeatriceandthetwochildrentoseverephysicalpunishment.

BeatriceAchike,motherandwifeintheAchikefamily,oftencalled"Mama",isaquiet,maternal

figureformuchofthenovel,presentingasofter,morepassivepresenceinthehomeincontrastto

theoftentyrannicalpresenceofEugene.Duringthecourseofthenovel,Beatricesufferstwo

miscarriagesafterseverebeatingsfrom Eugene.Shepolishesthefigurinesontheétagèreafter

everybeating.ItisinsinuatedthatshestayswithEugenepartiallyoutofgratitudeforhis

unwillingnesstomarryanotherwomanaftershecouldonlyhavetwochildren.Ultimately,

however,BeatricecannotcopewithEugene'sbehaviourandpoisonshim.Herson,Jaja,takesthe

blameforthecrimeandshecontinuestodeterioratementallyafterthispoint.Attheconclusion

ofthenovel,however,withJaja'simpendingreleasefrom prison,therearesomeindicationsthat

herconditionwillimprove.

AuntyIfeomaisEugene'sonlysibling,atall,striking,intelligentwomanwhoworksasalecturer

attheUniversityofNigeria,Nsukka.Sheishighlycapableinmanyaspectsofherlife,displaying

determinationandresourcefulnessinbringingupherchildrenwithoutahusband.Though

financiallystruggling,shecreatesamuchhappierenvironmentforherchildrenthandoesher

brotherEugeneforhisfamily.Shewasmarriedtoanotherprofessor,Ifediora,untilhis

unfortunatedeath.ShealsoisaproudsupporteroftheNigerianPro-Democracymovement,

whichgetsherintotroubleathervocation.

AmakaisIfeomaandIfediora'sonlydaughter.SheisKambili'sage,aroundfifteen,and

originallydoesnotlikeKambili,believinghertobeasnobandjealousofherlavishlifestyle.

Afterafewweeksofgettingtoknoweachother,andafterKambili'smostseverebeating,Amaka

beginstobetterunderstandKambili'sconditionandtheybecomeclosefriends.

ObioraisthesecondchildandtheoldestsonofIfeomaandIfediora,ataroundagefourteen.He

wearsglasses,andisverygoodatmath.Heisreserved,yetoftenspeaksupwhenhefeels

someoneiswrong,asisseenwhenhecontradictsChiaku.Obioraisalsoportrayedasthelead

malefigureinhismother'shousehold.

ChimaistheyoungestofIfeomaandIfediora'sthreechildren.Notmuchisknownaboutthis

character,apartfrom thefactthathelooksuptoObiora.

FatherAmadiisayoungpriestinthecircleofAuntyIfeomaandherfamily.Beingyouthful,

indigenousandwell-versedincontemporarylife,hecouldbedescribedasa"newgeneration"

priest,asopposedtowhiteEuropeanpriestsinthecountrysuchasEugene'spriest,Father

Benedict.WhenKambilifallsinlovewithFatherAmadi,heshowsconsiderablethoughtfulness

andhonorinthesensitivewayhemakesitcleartoherthat,becauseheisdevotedtothechurch,

hewillneverbeabletobecomeherpartner.Helovesher,yethedarenotstartarelationship



withherbecauseofhisprofession.Hebecomessociallyandspirituallyattachedwithsomeof

theboysthathetaughtfootball.HeisshowntobealittleplayfulashechallengedKambilitoa

sprint,whichleadstohistellingherthatshehadgoodlegsforrunning.Healsotakeshertoplait

herhair,leadingthehairdressertotellKambilithatnomantakesayoungladytoplaitherhair

unlesshelikesher.

Papa-NnukwuisbothfatherandgrandfatherintheAchikefamily,beingEugeneandIfeoma's

father.Heisakind,lovingmanrootedinthetraditionalnon-Christianbeliefsofhisindigenous

culture,presentingamarkedcontrast,inparticular,tohissonEugene'sadherencetoEuropean

religionandlifestyle.

AdeCokeristheleadeditorofPapa'snewspaper,TheStandard.Heisalsotheauthorof

rebelliousworks,whichultimatelyleadstohisdeath.Hespeaksoutcommonlyagainstthe

currentNigeriangovernment.Heiskilledbyapackagebombinhishouse.

KevinisPapaEugene'spersonaldriverinEnugu.Hewasonceapartofthemilitary.Beatrice

fireshim afterPapa'sdeath.

OtherminorcharactersinthebookincludeAuntyChioma,Celestine,andChidifu.

Themes

Post-colonialAfrica:SetinaturbulenttimeinNigeria'spoliticalhistory,theideathatthereisa

vacuum inpowerandadictatorrisestopowerispresentinthereferencestooilshortages.

Religion:Againacallbacktocolonialtimes,thethemeofreligionispresentintheinteractions

betweencharacters.Kambili'sfatherrejectsherGrandfatherbecauseofhisanimistbeliefs.This

isalsopresentinKambili'sthoughtsassheisalwaysworriednottocommitasinandscaredto

angerherfather.

Domesticviolence:[3]Thenovelusesanarrativepointofviewtoexplorethethemeofdomestic

violence.

Familyrelationships:[4]Familyrelationshipsareexploredinthisbook.

SilenceandSpeech:Thethemesofsilenceandspeechappearinthenovel.Thetitlesoftwoofthe

novel'ssectionsdealwiththisthemeaswell:"SpeakingwithourSpirits"and"ADifferent

Silence".[5]

Nature:Thenovel'stitleisarepresentationoffreedom andhope.Therearereferencestonature

throughoutthebook.


